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1. The coastal. defense of the USSR is the responsibility of a special Const 
Defense Organization =- Okhrana Vodnogo Raiona (OVR}). This is o part of the 
Sovist navy and ibs commander is di pent: y rasponsiole to the commander in 
chief of the fleet for the coastal defenses in the fiset ares the miss 

of OVR is the following: 


a, To defend the coast of the USSEH, 


b, To guard and defand.all entrances and exits to panes anc. harbers wherae 
ever there are any naval installations or units, 


co To control all merchant shipping that enters or leaves ports, harbors, 
or rae containing naval installations or units, 


ad. To asgune re sponsibility for enplacement of antbi-sumbarine booms and nebe 
and for maintenance of all emuioment. 


ach. cols. 


ined in nevad 


eo OVR is made up of naval forces who are + 
are soustimes transferred from the navy to the 


vice versa, Gun crewa, trained in naval schoola, Le to i 
naval guns and are sometimes given practice in firda 20) { 
from shore, 
3. Defense equipmens of OVER inchides inmoblie artillery, machine guns, and Plame 


throwers as well, as stationary coastal guns, The permanent oleces are set 
in concrete casemates. and are provided with good telescople instruments, 
OVR also maintains watch towers and observabion posts s oerlodking the ses, 
which keep a twenty-four-hour wabechs; some are equipoed with radio and a few 
with radar. In certain districts, motorboais, usually of small. tormage, are 
aval lable to OVR for observation or defense purposes. 


ho In the Par East Pacific areag, OVE is a large organi ee on wath: an Important 
position in the Soviet Pacific Fleet (Tiki Okeanski Flot w=. TOR). Lis 
Pacific headquarters, directly subordinate to Tor Bestiguare: es, are Located 
~shoz transport "Alden", formerly moored in D2 rhar, corventLy 
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tied up at the deck of Piant 202, Viadivestok. OVR maintains an instai- 
Labion on Russici (Russian) Island, near Viadivostok, with numerous naval 
agbabiishments serviced by the TOF ceast defense forces, and a large amount 
of antieairerafs equipnent serviced by the army. ‘there are similar in- 
stallations along Lhe north coast fron Vladivostok up to Sovetskaya Gavan. 


OVR has very close Liaison with the MVD Border Guards and serves as their 
maritime eyes aid cans, through its constantly manned observation posts. 
Post equipment often includes stereoscopes to permit better observaticn. 
Whea ary violation of the sea frontiers is observed or 2 suspicious vessel 
is sighted, the informtion is relayed both to OVR headquarters and to the 
Border Guard, <n instances of hostile veesels, OVA coast defenses open fire 
immediately; other vessels are inspected or stopped by a Border Guard patrol 
sent out for the purpose. Border Guard patrol boats are usually located in 


a concealed or secluded spot not far from the OVR post and are in communica= 


tion by radio with the OVR post and headquarters. 


An example of OVR-MVD coordination is the station at Najin (Rashin) (130-15, 
42-10), North Kersa. Here the Border Guard has headquarters which can draw 
on the frontier komendaturas for support, the Marine Border Guard has a sea 
patrol station, and OVR has an observation post in a lighthouse on the island 
at the entrance to the harbor, Marine Guard patrol boats on twenty~four-heur 
duty cover the erea inside the island and anchor near the lighthouse watching 
the OVR post for signals. Ordinarily the patrol boats do not put to sea 
outside the hartor unless the OVR post, which commands a wide area, notes 
something which requires investigation. The boats, being poorly constructed 
and of inferior materials, are not suitable for sea operations, and during 
the winter cannct operate at all because of ice. The craft ara, moreover, 
almost flat-bottomed and draw only 1.10 meters, which limits them to waters 
close to shore snd pood weather. During the vinter, boats are hauled ashore 
and reconditioned. 


A little different sitvation exists in the Kurile Islands area, where there 
are only two OVR posts, one on the island of Shikotan (146-44, 43-48) in a 


‘lighthouse, the other on Kunashiri Island (145-48, 44-01), Furukamappu Bay 


(245-52, hi~02), These stations are similar in function to other OVR 

units but are not well equipped with apparatus for detecting approaching 
pianes. Patrol »soats based on Shikotan work over to the Japanese side of 

the bay and cover the islands Shibotsu (146-08, 43-30) and Suisho (145-56, 
143-26) and Tomarl Bay (145-30, 43-42) on Kunashiri., These have no OVR _ 
posts but are guarded only by Border Guard and MVD Militia stations, situated 
all along the miior islands near Hokkaido and in the surrounding sea, 


The Border Guard outposts in these areas, which carry on much of the work 
normally assignei to OVR, have watchtowers in communication by radio with 
headquarters and with local patrol boats. Each cutpest has a small hand 
generator radio installation. Border Guard posts also send out patrols on 
land to various ».arte ef the island, since the elevated towers cannot cover 
the entire coastal area, if a vessel is sighted, the outpost inmediately 
notifies the patrol boats, naval headquarters, and its. om headquarters, 
giving an exact definition of the object as vessel, cutter, or boat. When 
the outpost obsexver considers the object very dagerous, the nearest air 
foree unit sends planes to aid the Border Guard forces and patrols; or, if 
the object is near land, the nearest Jand force unit may be sent to reinforce 
bhe Border Guards. oo 
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